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honesty. Of course no amount of charity in spending such
fortunes in any way compensates for misconduct in making
them."

Maxim Gorky, Eussian author, poet and revolutionist,
paid a visit to the United States in the spring of 1906. Soon
after his arrival it was discovered that the woman with
whom he was living at the time and who accompanied him
was not his wife and that he had a wife and children in
Eussia. There was a widespread outcry against him after
this revelation was made. In the midst of it Gorky
appeared in Washington and a proposal was made to the
President that he consent to receive a. call from him. The
refusal was prompt and sharp. In a letter to the bearer of
the proposal, April 23,1906, the President gave his reasons
as follows:

"The Gorky class of realistic writer of poems and short
stories is a class of beings for whom I have no very great
regard per se; but I would not have the slightest objection
to receiving him, and indeed would be rather glad to receive
him, if he was merely a member of it. But in addition he
represents the very type of fool academic revolutionist
which tends to bring to confusion and failure the great
needed measures of social, political and industrial reform.
I have scant sympathy for that maudlin sentimentality
which encourages these creatures abroad, when at home, as
Gorky instantly showed by his action when he came here,
they would be the special sympathizers with, for instance,
the peculiarly foul assassins who are now rallying to the
support of the men indicted for the murder of the ex-
Governor of Idaho. In addition to this, Gorky in his
domestic relations seems to represent with nice exactness
the general continental European revolutionary attitude,
which in governmental matters is a revolt against order as
well as against tyranny, and in domestic matters is a revolt
against the ordinary decencies and moralities even more
than against conventional hypocrisies and cruelties."